Limb gangrene secondary to thromboembolic disease of the newborn.
Thromboembolic disease of the newborn is a well-known entity to neonatologists. When severe arterial compromise threatens limb survival, the orthopaedic surgeon may be called on to assist in the management of this disorder. A case of spontaneous postnatal ischemic gangrene of an upper extremity that resulted in amputation in a premature infant is presented; management options are discussed. Newborns are prone to thromboembolism due to a fibrinolytic capability that is significantly different from that of adults.